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New Castle Community History and Archaeology Program
Formation

0 January 2006, following a series of community meetings, at
which residents expressed need for a community resource
inventory and plan for artifact collection and preservation

O Born from a desire within the community and participating organizations

and stakeholders to protect, preserve, study, and share the rich histories of
New Castle

Past Projects

OUnearthing New Castleb6s P
Read House and Gardens

AUniversity of Delaware Anthropology and Delaware
Historical Society, 199%present

A One of the largest bodies of archaeological evidence recovered
in city
A2006i Unidel Foundation Grant to Anthropology Dept. for
site and collectionsuration research and analysis and to
develop a permanent, interdisciplinary heritage program in
New Castle
A00820051 University Anthropology students conduct test
excavations in the Read yard and at 30 The Strand



U MaritimeStudy of the Delaware River

U July 2006i led by the Institute of Maritime History
U Inventory submerged sites
U Document cepier andcoalpier
U Immanuel Episcofézthurch (1706)

U Archaeology1986Present
U Web posting of report on interior excavations revealing
burials, construction technologies, pl&’06 fortifications
U Grave marker study of individuals, lifespdamilies

U NewCastl€Courthouse (1732)
U Archaeology 1950#resent
U Interior excavations revealing construction history, earlier
foundations
U Web posting of report on exterior excavations revealing
landscaping history, 17 century palisade and cellar
U Excavations on Green documented Jail



U NCCHAPArchaeology
Programs/Workshops/Tours/Lectures/Meetings

U Shoebox Archaeologgnd Pots & Plates Ceramics
Workshops(5/5/06, 1/28/07)

U Residents bring personal artifacts to be
examined by professional archaeologists

U Handouts and bibliography

U Monthly Meetings at New Castle Courthouse to discuss
community problems/events/involvement

U Trips (centered on educating community about their
resources such as property/local history)
U Dover Public Archives/ DHS/Library in Wilmington

U Programs
U Day in Old New Castle

Research Your Historic Home
Powerpointguide posted on web

Recent NCCHAP Projects

Oral History

Quaker Meeting

Italian American community in New Castle
Downtown Businesses of the Past
Archaeology at theAmstel House
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Stakeholders

The number of groups that have a vested interest in
NCCHAP®& mission is impressive, and crucial to NCCH#&Buccess.
Our stakeholders form a team, each contributing essential resources,
time, and expertise.

f

New Castle Historical Society
A Dutch House Museum: important 1930s Colonial Revival restoration and interpretation

AAmstelHous e Museum: 1730s home of Dr. John F
7t Governor
AOld Library Museum: 1892 Frank Furnestesigned New Castle Library Company

A Children and adult programs, holiday events, historic preservation and restoration training

Delaware Historical Society
Astatewide norprofit dedicated to state history and heritage for the benefit of the public

MMuseum: George and Mary Read House (1801y@2m mansion and WillianCouper
Gardens (ca. 1850), Philip and Lydia Laird Colonial Revival restorations

Mublic Archaeology
A Tour programs for adults and school children, special programs
A Delaware Historgnd theDelaware Historical Society Newsletter 7

AResearch library



Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs

A State agency mandated to provide consultation and technical advice to communities/
organizations

A New Castle Courthouse Museum NHL: Delaware's first court and capitol (1732 with
additions) hosts exhibitions highlighting Delaware history, Underground Railroad history,
history of state government and law, archaeology at the Courthouse.

A School programs on architecture, Delaware History, Early government, UGRR.
A Special events: speakers,aeactments, public archaeology

A Arsenal: 1809 Supply depot for Fort Delaware during War of 1812, Cholera Hospital
1832 epidemic, School 188930, Restaurant 196gresent

A Delaware Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan
A Professional archaeological staff

Friends ofBellancd\irfield, Inc.

ANot-for-profit organization dedicated to preserving the history of tBellancaairfield and

local aircraft manufacturing (1925954). The airfield, built by Giusepfgellancaand Henry B.
DuPont, housed an aircraft service hanger (1936) and plant, which produced quality aircraft of
innovative design.

New Castle Public Library

A Newly expanded

A Hosts events for children, teenagers and adults

AHome of New Castle History collection

A Friends of the Library supports the Library through fundraisers, donations
A Exhibits on local history



City of New Castle
A Actively involved in preserving its rich heritage

A Comprehensive Draft Plan includes Historical and Cultural Resources Plan
Aextend Historic District south to Seventh and South Streets
Aenhance physical and social connections between historic center and surrounding areas
&Enhance gateways into historic city
MMaintain strong sense of community history and value
ABalance community and heritage tourism

A National Historic Landmark and City Historic District

Mdistoric AreaCommission goals tqpreserve restore, and rehabilitate Historic New CastlBoard
of Architectural Reviewcontrols renovationof Historic District buildings to maintain the integrity
of the city® structuralhistory

Trustees of New Castle Commons
A Benefits the citizens and preserves the city, managing the Commons assets

Small businesses

A Preserve buildings that make New Castle a special place
AContribute to cityd6s economy

A Offer goods and services to residents and visitors

Avested in cityds welfare and future
A Historic New Castle Alliance

Other local stakeholders:
A Churches

A New Castle Senior Center

A ArasaphaGarden Club

A Buttonwood School

A Developers and utility companies



Colonial School District

A
A

William Penn High School

Centered in New Castle
3 middle schools, 8 elementary schools,

A Largest high school in Delaware: 200 staff, ca.
2,300 students

A United States History curriculum requirements:
1850 present

A Comparative and Global History curriculum:
Exploration and Interaction, Revolution and
Technological Change
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University of Delaware

A

A
A

Mission: cultivate learning, develop knowledge,
and foster the free exchange of ideas

Major research university dedicated to service

Faculty and students in anthropology, history,
art history, art conservation departments,
American material culture, preservation and
museum studies programs

Anthropology lab- students volunteer working
with archaeological collections

Resident Student Organization interest clubs.

Delaware Departmefiransportation

ACuIturaI resources studies mandated by federal
law

A Transportation enhancement projects

A Professional archaeological staff

Other Stakeholders 3

Archaeological Society of Delaware ol S |

National Park Service
A Proposal to establish National Historical
Park

Society for American Archaeology
Society for Historical Archaeology
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Audiences

1&&+$3-V SULPDUWRB BB HQ FF
the residents of New Castle and the
surrounding area.
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