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N CASTLE DELAWARE

Whether the City of Nav Castle is approached from the river or
from the North or West as in the past, it is at once evident that it
is an unusual town. The visitor is impressed by the number of old
houses and buildings, still virtually unchanged from the time they
were built, which give it its extraordinary atmosphere of the paet.
New Castle is far from being a stagnanttown and in that lies its
greatest danger. Already it and its lands are surrounded by factories
and plants, and more are being built each year. The whole river bank
south from Wilmington once farmlands, is being overrun by increasing
commercial activity, with the attendant workers' houses, Jammed to-
gether in a solid phalanx of mediocrity. |1t need hardly be said that
there ita considerable likelihood that Nav Castle may not remain as it
now is much longer, and if it is to be preserved, it is necessary to
establish some means of preserving what exists in the town end restore
what has been altered or destroyed. The purpose of the following re-
port is to outline what can be done that Nev Castle map remain one of
the most attractive old towns in the country.

In this report the Architects have considered two distinct areas:
AreaA, the city proper, or rather that part of it bounded by the
waterfront on the east, Fourth Street on the west, Delaware Street on
the south, and Harmony Street on the north, inclusive; and Area B in
which all other buildings of historical or architectural merit in the
immediate vicinity of, but not in, Area A and in the nearby country-
side, are included.

It i sunfortunate that some of the oldest building8 have dieap-

peared, but it is hoped that those that remain will be preserved.




This can be done if the citizens of the City realize that by
their own efforts they can preserve this architectural heritago, but
that unless a start is made there is danger that through | ack of ap-
preciation it may gradually disappear.

This study of existing conditions has been sponsored by generous
I ndi vidual s who hope to arouse sufficient interest in the citizens to
undertake a programof preservation and, in some instances, of res -
toration Wth this in mnd the Architects have attonpted to outline
a programwhich is not a wild dream of inpossible perfection, but a
practical plan of procedure which will result in the preservation for
all Americansof the physical appearance of a late Eighteenth Century

t own which embodi es unusual architectural interestand charm

In Area A nost of the buildings are contenporary and have been
wel | preserved, sonme should be restored to a greater or |esser degree,
a few should be renoved, and others reconstructed on their origina
Stes

The preservation of existing buildings can be assured only if they
are protected by zoning ordinances. To acconplish this, a program of
public enlightenment will be necessary for it is difficult to convince
the average man that the protection afforded by zoning is to hie own
advantage in the long run.

Buildings in this area can be divided into three catagorios = pri-
vate houses, shops, and public or sem public buildings. The owners of
private houses which have been injudiciously altered in the past m ght
be convinced of the desirability of restoring the exteriors if they
felt that their efforts would aid the common effort to preserve New

Castle and that their property had permanent protection by zoning |aws.



Most of the shops need restoration or reconstruction to a con-
siderable extent. This is the greatest problem of all. An effort
should be made to prove to the commercial interests that this preser-
vationand restoration of Nav Castle i s a good investment from a
purely material point of vier. The remarkable result in Williamsburg
should go far to prove this point. In some instances it may be pos-
sible to improveshop fronts through gifts for the purpose, in which
case it should not be difficult to convince the owners of the wisdom
of acquiescence.

The public buildingsand semipublic buildings are individually
moat conspicuous from the point of view of restoration. These res-
torations wrill require a great deal of research. There must be research
both inside and out. The research item itself will cost a considerable
am, as brickwork, framing, etc., must be uncovered and examined if

authentic restoration is to result.

Drawings included in this report show the present appearnce of all
the street elevations. The plan of Area A indicates the groups into
whichbuildings have been divided: First; thosewhich need no restora-
tion (preservation only); second, those which need minor or major res-
toration: third, buildings which should be removed; fourth buildings
which should be reconstructed on their original sites cannot definitely
be determined for the present.

It is desirableto plan a parking space near Area A. For this
purpose property willhave to be acquired. Obviously t h @roperty to
be acquired should be that which would add to the appearance of the

area by the removal of unsightly surroundings. The relation of the



parking space as planned to Area A and the main treffic lines is
showrnon the pl an.

Avai | abl e phot ographs of buildings which have been altered or
destroyed in the past are included,

Car ef ul measurements of the Court House have been made as a basis
for further research

In the Library of Congress, and avail ableto the public, are
measured draw ngs of the Town House and some other buildings in New
Castl e,

The drawi ngs of the Presbyterian Church are included. This, by
force of circumstanceshas becone the first restoration, and it wll
perhaps establish a criterion by which to neasure local reaction,

The question of priorities is conplicated by many considerations,
Of-hand we believe that the inmprovement of the general appearance of
a etreet, Delaware Street shops, for exanple, would acconplirh the
most at the | east expenditure. The difficulty arisesin carrying out
such a project until the comrercial interests are willing to cooperate.
| f the cooperation of the shopkeepers can be counted upon, this, in our
opinion, should be the first priority. Renmoval of buil di ngshowever
is adifficult problemfor the question arises whether it is wseto
alter a building which is to be removed eventually. It may be i m
possi bl eto remove any building unl essa generous donor i swilling to
buy suoh property and have it renoved,

A study of the reconstruction of the waterfront should be made

after sufficient information has been found to justify it.

Area B Fromthe point of vier of the archeologist it is unfor-
tunate thet New Castle has becane so highly industrialized. The old

houses in the surrounding countryside can hardly be recogni zed now as



having once been surrounded by lawns, fields and trees. |n the fu-
ture, it may be that some of these old places can be rescued and pre-
served. A report covering this area is included.

It i ssuggested that the Trusteesof Public Property in Nav
Castle give consideration to a plan for cooperating with County Com-
missioners so that the approaches to New Castle can be improved and
that perhaps a broad program for future cooperation can be developed.

Eventually the need for living accommodations for transients
near Nev Castle will have to be met. It may be possible and the
idea should be developed further, to build an hotel in or near the
public park to the south of Area A

The future development of the park might be a project in which a
donor wouldbe interested. 1t would be well to assure the cooperation
of the City Fathers in such a project by convincing them, if necessary,
of the advantages of a program should such a situation arise,

A study of sewagedisposal and the silting of the shore front are

both problems which will have to be faced in the near future.



