
THIRD STREET - #16 

P a r t  of t he  Or ig ina l  Ambrose Backer Proper ty  
( s e e  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Summary of t h e  
Kensey Johns House, #2 Third s t r e e t )  

P re sen t  Owner of #16. J u d ~ e  Richard  S. Rodnev 

Following t h e  d e a t h  of Bmbrose Backer i n  1696, t h i s  p l o t ,  t o -  

g e t h e r  with t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  p l o t  between S i l s b e e ' s  Al ley  and Dela- 

ware S t r e e t  descended by w i l l  t o  Backer ' s  daughte r ,  Hermina, who 

marr ied Edward Cole of N ~ N  C a s t l e ,  a cooper. Hernina and Edward 

r e l e a s e d  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  Hermina's mother, Blchee Backer and Adam 

Hay o r  Hyke i n  1701.  I n  1708, Adan Bay s o l d  t o  Jonathan Savage 

(occupat ion undiscovered)  a 25' l o t  extending from Third  t o  Fourth  

S t r e e t  (from t h e  Green t o  Beaver S t r e e t )  sou th  of and a d j o i n i n g  

S i l s b e e f s  a l l e y .  The p r i c e  was 14  pounds 1 0  s h i l l i n g s .  Nothing 

has been found concerning Jonathan Savage, except t ha t  he bought 

i n  1718 from Edward Cole and h i s  then wife Esther*,  f o r  20 pounds 

s i l v e r  money, a 30' f o o t  l o t  down t h e  s t r e e t  ( n e x t  t o  t h e  Kensey 

Johns house) t h e  s i t e  of  #8. 

No inden tu re s  have been found - n e i t h e r  w i l l s  nor deeds ,  t o  

i n d i c a t e  when o r  t o  whom Jonathan Savage disposed of t h e  25' l o t  

now t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  main house o f  Judge Richard S. Rodney. Be- 

tween t h i s  25' l o t  s o l d  by Adam Hay t o  Savage i n  1708, and t h e  30'  

l o t  s o l d  by Adam Hay t o  Samuel S i l s b e e  i n  1709, t h e r e  was a 13' 

p l o t .  1Go deed before  1751 has been found mentioning t h i s  p l o t ,  

* Both Adam Hay, and Xermina, C o l e ' s  f i r s t  wife ,  were dead, and 
Edward Cole ( e v i d e n t l y  marr ied t o  a second wife  sth her) was 
aga in  i n  possess ion  of t h e  p rope r ty  on Thi rd  S t r e e t  t h a t  had 
not  been so ld  by Adam Hay between 1701 and 1710, when he d ied .  
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but  it was probably t h e  l o t  o r  house and l o t  s o l d  between 1701 

and 1710 by Adam Hay t o  Mary S c o t t .  Both t h e  25' l o t  and t h e  

13' l o t  each w i t h  a  "messuage" belonged t o  one owner before  1748, 

a t  which time t h e  13' l o t  was only 84*' deep from Thi rd  S t r e e t ,  

while t h e  25' l o t  extended t h e  f u l l  d i s t a n c e  of  169'  between 

Third and Fourth S t r e e t s .  

I n  1751, a dsed of s a l e  by John Finney Esq., a d m i n i s t r a t o r  

of Sarah Johnston,  deceased, widow of Franc is  Johnston,  a  cooper 

of New C a s t l e ,  t o  Daniel McLonen, yeoman, r e c i t e s ,  t h a t  F r a n c i s  

Johnston owned t h e s e  two messuages and l o t s  of ground, and t h a t  
-. a f t e r  t he  d e a t h  of Johnston t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  were sold* t o  John G: 

S c o t t  i n  1748, who t h e  same year  s o l d  them back t o  t h e  widow, 

Sarah Johnston.  Sa rah  Johnston d ied  i n t e s t a t e  and t h e  c o u r t  

appointed D r .  Finney admin i s t r a to r .  The deed of s a l e  i n  1751 

by C r .  Finney t o  McLonen, was recorded i n  1756; t h e  purchase p r i c e  

was 45 pounds 1 s h i l l i n g .  

I n  1782 Daniel  hlcLonen conveyed t h e  two messuages and l o t s  

of ground t o  h i s  n i ece ,  Agnes McLonen, ou t  o f  love and a f f e c t i o n  

* I n  h i s  w i l l  o f  1748, F ranc i s  Johnston l e f t  t o  h i s  wife ,  Sarah ,  
h i s  b e s t  f e a t h e r  bed, two sp inning  wheels and o t h e r  f u r n i t u r e ,  
and a l s o  h i s  s o r r e l  ho r se ,  t oge the r  wi th  1/3 t h e  whole e s t a t e ,  
t h e  o t h e r  2/3's t o  h i s  s i s t e r  and nephews. If h i s  wife  should 
be unwi l l ing  t o  s e l l  t h e  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  she  was t o  have 1/3 of it 
f o r  he r  l i f e t i m e  - but  was no t  t o  have i n  h e r  hands more than 
1/3, t h e  execu to r s  t o  keep 2/3 u n t i l  t h e  e s t a t e  was s e t t l e d .  
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and as compensation f o r  s e r v i c e s  she  had done f o r  him f o r  20 year6  

pas t .  A t  t h a t  time McLonen was owner and innkeeper of t h e  Gi lp in  

h o m e ,  which he had bought i n  1758, and which was s o l d  a s ,  n l a t e  

of Daniel b!cLonen"n 1788. I t  was probably f o r  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  

inn t h a t  t h e  n i ece  Agnes was rewarded with t h e  Third S t r e e t  prop- 

e r t y ,  Daniel  McLonen before  h i s  dea th  f r e e 6  t a o  negro s l a v e s  - 
Henry Campbell and h i s  wife - who had served him many yea r s ,  and 

gave them a  l a r g e  p l o t  of l end  on Third S t r e e t  near  Chestnut.  

Agnes McLonen l i v e d  i n  giilmington a t  t h e  t ime she  made her  
+. 4 4 2  

w i l l  i n  1787, From he r  h e i r s ,  blargaret B a i l  and t v ~ o  daugh- 

t e r s ,  t h e  Third S t r e e t  p rope r ty  was conveyed t o  John Enos i n  
7. 1806. I n  1816, t o  s a t i s f y  a judgment a g a i n s t  John Enos, t h e  prop-  

e r t y  was s o l d  t o  Nicholas Van Dyke, t h e  younger, descr ibed  a s  a  

b r i c k  messuage and l o t  of ground bounded by l o t  o f  George Read 

Esq., by Orange S t r e e t  ( ~ h i r d ) ,  by Vine S t r e e t  ( ~ o u r t h ) ,  and by 

an a l l e y  l ead ing  between t h e  two s t r e e t s  ( ~ i l s b e e ' s  a l l e y ) .  

Nicholas Van Dyke wi l l ed  t h e  p rope r ty  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  Kensey 

Johns Van Dyke, who i n  1824 conveyed i t  t o  Thomas McCallmont, 

When McCallmont d i ed  i n t e s t a t e ,  t h e  proper ty  went t o  h i s  son P e t e r ,  

a  mlnor. I n  1831, p e t e r ' s  guardian s o l d  t h e  proper ty  a t  pub l i c  

a u c t i o n  t o  George B. Rodney f o r  $300. By indenture  of 1844, P e t e r  

McCallmont, having come of  age ,  gave t o  George B. Rodney a  deed 

confirming t h e  1831 s a l e .  I n  t h i s  deed t h e  p rope r ty  i s  descr lbed  

as extending p a r t  of i t s  breadth  back t o  Vine S t r e e t .  
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George B. Rodney, E s q . ,  b u i l t  t h e  p r e s e n t  house i n  1831. 

Judge Richard S. Rodney, h i s  grandson,  t h e  p r e s e n t  owner, b e l i e v e s  

t h i s  1831 house was b u i l t  p a r t l y  on t h e  founda t ions  of t h e  o l d  one. 

! He found i n  t h e  middle of t h e  basement of t he  main p a r t  of h i s  

house, a heavy masonry founda t ion  wall of t h e  prev ious  house - .  

-at t h e  house of t h e  e a r l y  1700 ' s  was s e t  f a r t h e r  back 

than  t h e  p r e s e n t  houses  along t h i s  block.  

George B. Rodney b u i l t  what would be #12 as a n  o f f i c e  a d j o i n-  

ing  h i 8  dwel l ing house. The ground f l o o r  was bui l t  on t h e  s t r e e t  

l e v e l  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  i t s  u s e  as a law o f f i c e .  


