
SAN CNSSEFF'E 

THE CELGBRATIOX OF THIS =ST DIFFBUCD FROH TH6 UMW? TifO I N  TiiAT I T  U S  Pla 

C M N A L *  THE SAH GIUSSEPPE QUAR'XZI' CONSISTING OF W K  COVELLI PLAYING T m  

ZIYdELE, JOHN IQQhVOliI OE TAE ACCORDIAN, NIC#fSCWiMOZZI CkRIiYING TrIE USICET 

I Ah?) #IKE I(;L4NNONI WDXNS THE CCPJRACEI WOULD GO FRW, HOUSE TO AOUSE IN THE 
' I'IXLIAN COHHUNITY SIYGINcJ TiiE PRAISES OF ST* JOSZPH* DONATIONS OF r003 U r n  

! PLA C D  Ih. T-A3 & Sm. TKIS FU03 WAS U T W  SOL9 AN3 T i e  I JNXS C O ~ E ?  WAS 

USED TO HAVE Y f  S S S  %I3 Ih' HONO3 OF ST* JOSEPA* NATLJMLY SWI FW2 AN3 DHINK 
 AS TAKES FOR T S  . ~ ~ R s I s ~ ~  OF TKE QUIRTmb 

T j E  CmATIOh' C0NTII;UZD UP TO W O I D  UAR II* UNrO~RI'iiNATZLY, AFTB TrlE: .&HI 
THE C-ATIONS h'P? NOT Rii3ZVZ.D 

I N  THE IATE l N 0 ' s  A NUYdER OF YOUNG gQ;AN W G  WINE. AND TO CFILTilLiHATE 

TjiIS AUSPICIOUS OCCASIONa JOE DI HONDI -ED TO HAVE TiE FIiiST YINE TASTING 

PARTY ON TiIE mST 03' ST* JOSEPH* T i  FIBST AND SUBSQZU6NTPAXTY MAS )iELD AT 

TiiE SULPUI RESIDSCE IN PB& ACRE50 TlB U S T  WINE PARTY MAS W AT T)IE HOUSE 

IN 19'79, LEON DE ASCANIS, u- Cld?!iCm OF' P m m m  OF' TiiE ST* ~NTiiOrn m m  
WISHING TO REVIVE THE CEUBMTIOH BR(X#;HT ABOUT THE BW'EdAL OF INTUEST LN TH6 

WINE TASTING PARTY AND THE CXLDRATIOIJ OF THE lWST OF ST* JOSDiri* WITH THE 

i@X2 OF TOKY QUA'M'BO, JULXUS CINI, A N C U  I W N O N I  , JOa' D I  ANCEU AiJD UTHlBS 

THE FIRST CgrEaWLTION AS YE KNOW I T  TOMY TOOK PUCE ON 3/19/79 

.. The FIRST CEUBRATION WAS AN ALL MU AFTAIR. BJT IN 1980. S E V a L  U W E 3  

CRASH THE PARTY AND WON THE: PRUES SO TAAT IN 1981 YOHEN W E W  -ED TO 

i ATTEND, THUS AGAIN MAKING I T  A FAHILY AFFAIR. 

i PRIZES YFRG GIVEN TO Ti UINNERSa HORA U S  PLAYED AND AU ENJOYE3 THE MUSIC OF 

THE JUDGES MIR THE OCCASION GW FRANCIS IANNI, COL* JULIUS CINI, SCT MI0 

DI A N O ,  COirNTY CWNCIIAAN JOSEPH TONIB, AND lWi=T C W S O W O *  FOOD INCWDGD 

! PORCHFLTO, TRI?E AND I T U I A N  COD CUTS. 

: THE C ~ ~ A T I O N  OF SAN GNSSBPX ' N B L Y  I S  A FAR G Y  r"IrOY1 T?! 'JkY PkR.EXI"T 

1 C-3ATD THE 7&STb N h V ~ U S S  T ~ ? ~  OF T J S  CZXSXATIOh' REMAINS OURS 
1 

IS A COYdLUTIOS OF TiiE TiBXi3 r%STS OF SA F!I!!O, CC?.KZVALZ A ~ P  3.N 

GNSSEPPE. U E  'FAST TXE WINE I 3  TdE SPmIT  Or' M YAiLlLW0,SJQY TriE 1TkLD.N 

fPJFFE3' IK THE SPIRIT OF W E V A U ,  A53 S I N G  T f J  P?AIS!S OF SAN GILISSD?E IN 

THE 'Il33E TWITION QF OUR PfimS.  



I 

'I ST. ANTHONY'S DAY CELEBRATION: 
St. Anthony's Day Celebration was conceived by and bepun throu~h 

the efforts of Feliciano Susi, Iaffette Celli, Carlo Yarcozzi; 
Luigi Marcozzi, Francesco Covelli, Romini and Guido Sulpizi. Present 
at the first meeting included: 

Antonio Coccia, Gaetano Astolfi, Enrico Marinelli, Giovanni 
and Pietre Canelli, Pasquale Vannucci, Domenico Stortini, Giacinto 
disantis, Luigi Indellini, Orazio Arcidiacono, Micola Scaramozzi, 
Enrico and Illario Manetti, Angelo Quattrociocchi, Ferdinand0 
Tritelli, Giovanni diMondi, Domenico disabatino, and Giovanni 
Gambacorta . 

The members met at Antonio's Pool Hall then at 9th between 
Young and School Streets. The proup elected Feliciano Susi as the 
first president, Francesco Covelli, vice president, Ronini Sulpizi, 
secretary, and Antonio Coccia, treasurer. Afterwards the elected 
committee officers would meet in the homes of the officers 2nd 
formulate plans for the celebration. 

Elections took place in this manner until the St. Anthony's 
Society was organized in 1932 to officially take over the running 
of the Celebration. With the purchase of No. 3 Public School 
building and the formation of St. Anthony's Club in 1933, the Society 
would meet there annually to elect the committee officers for the 
celebration. 

In the beginning the feast would be celebrated on the dav 
that St. Anthony is honored - June 13th. The men would take off 
from work and later since many worked at the American Manganese 
(Abex) and Deemer Steel, the two plants would declare a holiday and 
would close on that day. This custom could not be continued by the 
two plants so the celebration was transferred to the Saturday before 
the feast. In 1965 the celebration was transferred to the Sunday 
after the feast. This year, the celebration has shifted to the 
Sunday before the feast - June 12th. This was done so not to conflict 
with the celebration held by St. Anthony's Church, IJilmin~ton. 

An Italian Band would come down from Philadelph-ia for-the 
occasion. This band continued to supply the nusic for the feast 
until 1965. Today, St. Michael's Band from Gibbstown, New Jersey 
does the honors. Other bands have also-cone to New Castle for the 
feast. They were St. Anthony's Band, Zoli Band fron FTilminc~,ton, 
the Neglia Band from Passaic, New Jersey, and our own St. Anthony's 
Eand . 

- The band at times would arrive the night before and be housed 
in the homes of the 'Italian Community. Othen~Cse, they arrived 
in the morning. Ey 8:00 a.m., the band would assemble and march 
through the streets in the West End playing music and arousin~. the 



community, As the band passed t h e  home, the  family would f a l l  
behind it u n t i l  everyone was i n  place. . The chi ldren would be 
f irst  i n  t h e  l i n e  of march followed by the  l a d i e s  and l a s t l y  the 
men. On many occasions the children would carry small American 
and I t a l i a n  f l ags .  As the marchers made t h e i r  way t o  the church, 
t h e  band would continue t o  play I t a l i a n  symphonic marches. A t  
the  convent, which was b~here the present  New Cast le  Library i s  
today, t h e  assembly would s top.  The S i s t e r s  vere  the o f f i c i a l  
custodians of the  banner bearing an image of S t .  Anthony. An 
impressive ceremony would be enacted by the  o f f i c i a l s  vho would 
present  themselves t o  the S i s t e r s  and the  banner was o f f i c i a l l y  
turned over t o  them. The ceremony would be repeated a f t e r  the 
procession.  

Af ter  the  ceremony of the  Banner, the  procession continued 
t o  the  church. A Solemn High Mass i n  honor of S t .  Anthony was 
sung. After  the  Mass, the band would en ter  the  church playing a 
march and the Statue of S t .  Anthony was taken from the a l t a r  and 
ceremoniously car r ied  out of the  church t o  take i t s  place i n  the 
procession. 

A t  f i r s t ,  only a banner bearing the  inage of S t .  Anthony was 
c a r r i e d  i n  the  procession. ~ r o m  the banner three  ribbon streamers 
were a t tached on e i t h e r  s ide .  These were held by s i x  l i t t l e  g i r l s  
dressed i n  white while the  banner was ca r r i ed  i n  solemn procession. 
Later ,  a s t a t u e  was purchased and t h i s  was ca r r i ed  by four ab le  
bodied men. Two f l a g s  were car r ied  a t  the  head of the  procession - 
one American, and one I t a l i a n .  These f l a g s  were car r ied  by the  
same individuals  annually and when they passed away, t h e i r  children 
took t h e i r  place.  Today t h i s  honor i s  a l t e rna ted  ac?ong several  
fami l ies .  After  World War 11,  the  Statue of S t .  Anthony was placed 
upon a f l o a t  t h a t  was beaut i fu l ly  decorated. Today the procession 
includes the  one bearing S t .  Anthony, another carrying the Virgin 
Mary, t h e  o ther  with the r e l i c  of S t .  Anthony - - 

Following the  Mass, the  procession would reassenble i n  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  order.  It would march through t h e  His tor ica l  Area of 
the  Community and work i t s  way towards the  West End. Men it 
a r r ived  i n  the West End, the  pace of  the  procession would he nuch 
slower before i t s  r e tu rn  t o  the Church. During the  procession, 
the band played beaut i fu l  I t a l i a n  symphonic marches and fireworks 
would be s e t  off  along the  route .  

Upon i t s  r e tu rn  t o  the Church, the  Statue of S t .  Anthony again 
would be ceremoniously returned t o  the  Al ta r  preceded by. the band 
playing a r e l ig ious  tune followed by the pa r t i c ipan t s .  'Benediction 
of the  Blessed Sacrament would take place immediately followed by 
the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of S t .  Anthony's bread. 

Today, the  celebrat ion takes place i n  the  afternoon. The 
procession i s  preceded by Benediction of the  Blessed Sacrament and 
a f t e r  the  procession the d i s t r ibu t ion  of the  bread. 

After  the  procession, the  members of the  band would be taken 
i n t o  the  homes and du t i fu l ly  served a f u l l  course I t a l i a n  meal. 



It was a festive occasion whhe the commmity played host 
to relatives and friends alike who came to New Castle for the 
celebration. 

At mid-afternoon games and other sport in^ events took place 
on 9th between Clayton and Young Streets. Some of the games 
included chasing the greased pig, climbing the grease pole and 
bocci contest. The band would reassemble and continue toanlay 
music on a temporary stand until 5 : 0 0  p.m. After a brief repast, 
the festivities moved to St. Anthony's field. 

The band would again perform in concert but the nood of the 
music changed. Overtures and Operatic Arias would be played. More 
games and food were available in a Carnevale atmos~here. The 
evening would end with a giant fireworks display. 

With the development of IJashington Square, the festivities 
were moved to the St, Peter's Church grounds in 1970. 

The festivities continue basically unchan~.ed save for a fevr 
modifications to meet the changing tines. The festivities begin 
shortly after the procession returns to the church. The band is 
dutifully fed and rested before the evening concert. A number of 
games are played climaxing in the grease pole climb atop of which 
are a number of prizes for those who reach the top. Carnival. 
rides entertain both youcg and old. Food and refreshments are 
served and the evening is brought to a close trith a giant fireworks 
display. 

The sons, daughters and grandchildren of the orignial organizers 
in the Italian Community continue to carry on this wonderful tradition 
with pride and religious zeal. 

0rgani zations 

ST. P.NTIJ,ONY1 S SOCIETY 

The Italian Community was not organized into any type of 
or~anization until the formation of St. Anthony's Society in 1932 
and St. Anthony's Club in 1933. The men would cone together and 
deputize a committee to serve the needs of the comunity as these 
needs presented themselves. 

Prior to the forbation of the Society, these men were brougbt 
j topether for the celebration of St. Anthony's Day and St. Joseph's 
/ Day. 
i 

Father Edward Lienhouser saw the need to organize this group 
: and the Society was formed in 1332 to take over the celebration of 
I these feasts as well as other customs carried on by the Comunity. 

The co-organizers and first officers of the St. Anthony's 
Society were Vincent Coccia, president; Guido deAscanis. Sr.. vice 
president; Pierin6 Pierantozzi, secretary; and Luigi Marcozzi, 
treasurer. It was an officially recognized parish organization. 
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! Meetings were held nonthlv as well as monthly attendance at 
: Mass and Comrcunion in a body. On the Sunday before Christmas and 
1 Palm Sunday, the Communion Breakfast followed the corporate-monthly 
Mass and Communion. World War 11 brought a halt to the monthly 
attendance of Mass in a body, but the custon of Christmas and 
Easter Communion Breakfast continued. 

The Society continues to meet quarterly and the custon of attendin 
?!ass and Communion in a body followed by the Communion Breakfast 
on Palm.Sunday continues. 

Whereas in the beginnin?, it was strictly a men's only 
function, today the entire faxily attends the Yass and Com.union 
and the Breakfast. A guest speaker is featured and an annual award 
to a deserving member of the Italian Cormunity has been added. 

St. Anthony's Club 

I n  1933 the  No. 3 Publ ic  School bu i ld ing  a t  t he  north end o f  Gray Street was 
abandoned i n  favor o f  t he  new Wil l iam Penn School - now the  New Castle Middle School). 

-1-,.. 

The president o f  t he  Society suggested t o  the  membership t h a t  it purchase the  
bui ld ing i n  the name o f  the Society f o r  i t s  use 

Unfortunately, a number o f  the  members could not  see the mer i t  i n  th i s .  Therefore. 
a second group was formed t o  purchase Number 3 school and formed the  Corporation 
known as S t .  Anthony's Club i n  the  hopes t h a t  f inanc ia l  gain would be the i rs .  This 
dream never came t o  pass. But i t s  e f f e c t  on the I t a l i a n  Community has been so 
profound tha t  i t s  consequences are f e l t  t o  the  present day, 

Vincenzo D i  Menco conceived the idea t o  found an Italian Club. Others who 
played an important role were Luigi Marcozzi, Guido De Ascanis 

' It was suggested that I A  meting it held for t h  ( purpose : o 6 p *#  eha ;81 th - - 

?h E .8. d P e F Ed-tion was approached and offered $600.00 for the building 
, m e  members p m v t l y  raised the money to  pur&ase the building and renovation began in 
1935* building was ready for occqancy by 19%. 

With the purchase of 'the No. 3 Public School buildinp in 
1933, the activities moved to that location. The club provided 

1 the Italian Community with a unique meeting place and social life. 
The St. Anthony's Society, the St. Anthony's band and citizenship 
classes were or~anized. A stronp sports propram was established 
where players and spectators participated enthusiastically. 



On Sundays and week days f i e  men would play cards and bocci ba l l .  Later a 
f u l l  sports program was put  i n t o  effectg--baseball and football .  - There 
were a number of championship t e e  p r i o r  t o  World War I I I  After World.War 
I1 a L i t t l e  League b a l l  team as well as a Semi Pro baseball and s o f t b a l l  
team were sponsored. In  footbal l  a new name was added---St. Anthony's Son's 
of Rest team coached by Dominick Manetti and Salvatore Arcidiacono. Picnics 
were held during the summer months a t  White Crystal Beach i n  Maryland. 

The Club also served as a Social  Hall where small pa r t i e s  and Americanization 
classes were held. I t  became the  center  f o r  St. Anthony's Day Celebrations. 

St. Gabriel's Lodge, O.S.I.A. 

St.-Anthony's Club was a loca l  club and served the community well. It did not 
wish t o  be par t  of a National OrganizafSon. As a result,-..those members who 
wished t o  have National t i e s ,  founded the  Lodge i n  1953 and a f f i l i a t e d  itself 

..with the  Order Son's of I t a l y  i n  America. This Organization w& not a r i v a l  

. - 
t o  St. Anthony's Club. In  fact both organizations worked s ide by s ide  on 
many local projects. ., Today, it is t h e  more act ive of  the two clubs. Luigi 
Indel l ini  the founder-.of t he  Lodge served as its leader f o r  many years and 
was an inspiration to the2yovnger members. 

- i 

St.  hthony's  Band 
s 

St.  Anthony's Band began i n  1939 under the leadership of Francesco Covelli, 
Giovanni Ioannoni, and Luigi Inde l l in i .  Therewere 30 members i n  the  band. 
I t  diibanded during World War 11. . 

' t 3 e  
The Maestro, Dan ~omenico'from Naples, I t a iy ,  was brought t o  New Cast le  by 
the Band Committee, housed at the Yacucci residence and given employment a t  
the American Brake Shoe Co (Abex). The Maestro was a s t r i c t  discipl inar ian.  
Practice was held on t h e  2nd f loor  of St.-Anthony's Club every Tuesday evening. 
Many former band members still car ry  scars from the  Maestro3s baton, which he 
used t o  remind everyone when they h i t  a sour note o r  were not pgying at tent ion.  
It was a very good band, being cal led upon t o  play i n  the local St.  Anthony's 
Day Celebration as w e l l  as o the r  fes t ive  occasions f o r  miles around. 

T h e  Business Community 

A number of  the  ear ly  immigrants became successful businessmen i n  the  community.. 

Auto - 
Giovanni Gambacorta, founder of Gambacorta Motors i n  1939, began by s e l l i n g  
used cars while employed at  t h e  Old Delaware Rayon plant,  now Crown Zellerbach. 
He was able t o  obtain a Willy franchise and began se l l i ng  cars f u l l  time. 
The early y e a s  were a s t ruggle  but victory is not gained without a struggle. 

: In 1946 a Kaiser franchise was obtained and M r .  Gambacorta sold Kaiser-Frazers, and 



t he  Hen* J as well as  Willy ~ e g ~ s .  When Kaiser withdrew from the  autombbife 
business, a Chrysler f ranchise  was secured. Today it is the  la rges t  Chrysler- 
Plymouth dealership i n  t h e  Delaware Valley. The children,  Vincent, Henry, and 
Anthony have taken over t h e  operation of t he  business. 

Construction 

Giovanni D i  Mondi founder o f  Delaware Block Company was working f o r  Earnest 
D i  Sabatino and Sons i n  t h e  e a r l y  30s. He acquired a hand block machine and 
began making blocks i n  h i s  back yard a f t e r  work and s e l l i n g  then. He per- 
suaded k. D i  Sabatino t o  buy from him and i n  turn M r .  D i  Sabatino allowed 
him t o  qu i t  h i s  job, make blocks f u l l  time. D i  Sabatino became h i s  first 
big customer and induced fellow contractors t o  buy from the  Delaware Block 
Company. As business expanded Giovanni purchased t h e  property on 7th S t ree t  

, pa ra l l e l  t o  t he  ra i l road and moved h i s  operations there .  When World War I1 
s t a r t ed ,  the  government bought blocks t o  build army barracks and housing 
projects  f o r  defense workers. From a humble beginning, Delaware Block has 
-become the  la rges t  suppl ier  o f  blocks i n  t he  Delaware Valley. Wyoming Block 
of Dover and a host of smal ler  companies a r e  owned by Delaware Block. The 

: children, Joseph (deceased) , Pasquale, and Francis have taken. over t h e  op- 
' e r a t  ioli of the  company. 

4 

The fo-mder of Aldo Gibell ino and Son was Aldo Gibellino who w a s  a carpenter 
with t h e  Giuseppe Bellanca Aircraf t  Corporation. When Bellanca sold h i s  
i n t e r e s t ,  Gibellino formed a par tnership with Guido De Ascanis t o  bui ld  
homes on South S t ree t  i n  New Castle. After tha t  project ,  Gibellino went 
i n to  business for  himself and built! Penn Acres, a project  tha t  has las ted  
over 20 y e a n  and continues today largely i n  the hands of his son Ronald. - d 

Guido.De Ascanis & Sons w a s  founded by Guido De Ascanis who w a s  a stonemason 
and bkicklayer. He bagan by r epa i r ing  sidewalks and rehabi l i t a t ing  old homes 
i n  the  West End. After t h e  w a r  he formed a partnership with Aldo Gibellino 
t o  bui ld  homes on South S t r ee t .  After t h a t  project  De Ascanis entered the  
C u s t o m  Home Building f i e l d  i n  which he excelled. The firm b u i l t  Van Dyke 
Village and Washington Square i n  New Castle, as well as a number of projects  
i n  New Castle County. The firm is run-by the  children, Francis, Emmett, 
Guido, Jr. and Joseph. 

Joseph and Daniel Aceto began r ehab i l i t a t i ng  homes i n  New Castle about 1965. 
Through t h e i r  e f f o r t s  many o l d  hones were saved f r o m  t h e  wrecking ba l l .  

Barbers 

The first barber w a s  - 1 / l luW~ntonio - S 6% -c .g  .f ~ 2 ~ 7 1 ~  t s c C  / w t ~ n ~ 6  

- opened a shop i n  New Castle on a f u I  1 time basis.  Sab- 
a t ino D i  Domenicis a l s o  c u t  h a i ~  from time t o  time while holding a f u l l  time 
job. But the  barber who served the  I t a l i a n  community t he  longest w a s  Pasquale 
Vannucci. He held a f u l l  time j-ob with the  American Brake Shoe (Abex) on the  
11 t o  7 sh i f t .  Each evening he  cut  h a i r  froan 6 t o  10 p.m. 

I 
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Tai l o r s  

Giovanni L a l l i  was the first t a i l o r  t o  serve the  community. He moved t o  
Philadelphia i n  1920 t o  continue h i s  t rade.  Many of h i s  paesano's continued 
t o  t rave l  t o  Philadelphia t o  have t h e i r  saits made by him. Mr .  Lal l i  w.as a l so  
an ear ly  leader i n  the  I t a l i a n  community being credi ted with t he  celebration 
of Columbus Day from 1913 Q n t i l  1920. 

Nicola Santucci who l ived i n  Wilmington opened h i s  shop i n  1925 serving as 
t a i l o r  and dry cleaners. The business is i n  t h e  hands of his son Albert. 

S i lv io  Ciabattoni, a r e l a t i ve  new comer, opened h i s  shop i n  1965. He carr ied 
a complete l i ne  of men's clothing a s  well a s  dry cleaning services.  

Baker 

Francesco Sulpizi  opened h i s  shop i n  1928. . H i s  spec ia l ty  was bread and pizza. 
The - I t a l i a n  community w& served f resh  I t a l i a n  bread everyday. Many would 
e a t  the  bread when it was still warm adding alee o i l  f o r  flavoring. What 
a t rea t !  A t  Easter time t h e  lad ies  would use t he  f a c i l i t i e s  t p  bake Easter 

.bread a*d f o r  weddings cook chickens and turkeys. During the  f a l l  hunting 
season, a favori te  p a s t m e  involved cooking t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  the  hunt a t  t he  

- bakery *and bring it t o  the  Club f o r  feast ing.  Luigi and Emedio Marcozzi, 
P ie t ro  Mangini, as w e l 1 . a ~  James T r i t e l l i  and Anthony Marcozzi were some of 
the  best  hunters bringing home a bount i ful  col lect ion of rabbi ts ,  ducks; geese, 
pheasants and black birds. .Nicole Ianni, a former cook i n  t he  I t a l i a n  Navy, 
w a s  signed on as chief chef f o r  these occasions. 

* 
Grocers 

~ r a n c & c o  Covelli had a small s t o r e  run by h i s  wife. Fresh milk w a s  provided 
from his own cows. 

. . 

Pietro  Octavio had a small grocery s t o r e  serving the  southern pa r t  of t he  
West End. 

Pasquale Marcozzi s t a r t ed  h i s  business i n  1928. He served the usual I t a l i a n  
products u n t i l  1946 when he moved t o  Wilmington and operated a bar  and Pizza 
shop a t  Scot t  and Lancaster S t r e e t s  now the  present home of Remediot.s Restaurant. 

Michelle Iannoni first s t a r t e d .  a s t o r e  a t  9th and Clayton Streets .  i n  Carlo 
Marcozzils house.in 1932. H e  has saved many a family from starvation by 
extending c red i t  t o  members of t he  community. The business i s  now i n  the  
hands of  h i s  son, Angelo. 

Shoemaker 

Domenico D i  Sabatino opened h i s  shop i n  1928. Domenico w a s  a- sk i l l ed  tradesman. 
He could make a complete p a i r  of shoes. The business is. i n  the  hands of his 
son, Francis. 



Tavern 

James Antonio purchased Antonio's Cafe from the  Toman family. He worked many 
hours and maintained a good place. The business is i n  the  hand of h i s  son, John. 

Mis cel  laneous 

Assunta Sulpizi  operates a delicatesson which she opened i n  1946. 

Teodoro Yacucci operated a soda bo t t l i ng  p lan t  from h i s  home and the  product 
was dis t r ibuted locally.  

Natale Alvini and Alberto Zanni opened t h e  first Sandwich shop i n  New Castle 
i n  1937. : hot  dogs and hamburgers were 
t h e i r  specialty.  clams on the  half  s h e l l  were a delight.  Richmands i c e  
cream and an assortment of candies were available.  

Cast's Sub Shop founded by Anthony and LenaC'Castiglione opened i n  1950. Steak 
sandwiches are  t h e i r  -specialty. 

- - J  . . 
Vincent Elanetti is thepropr i i i to r  of Manetti's Restaurant f e a t d i n g  .1talian 
foods. . 
Vincent and Americo coccie operated the  Pompei Restaurant f o r  many years 
featuring I t a l i an  was well. 'as Americai cuisine. ... 

The Federicci Family operated a Restaurant a t  2 G Chestnut S t s  between 1937 
' and 1940. * - d 

The following, although not c losely r e l a t ed  t o  the  I t a l i a n  Community i n  New Castle 1 
deserve mention since t h e i r  businesses werewithin a one mile radius of New I 

Castle.- They were Vincenzo Del Aversano who operated a Sand P i t  below the  c i ty .  
Gibepp operated a tavern i n  thelsame general area. Daniel Mattasino 
operate> Continental Block i n -  Wilmington Manor; and Giuseppe Rizao, a General 
Contracto located -above the c i t y  i n  t h e  v i c in i ty  of t he  Delaware Memorial 
Bridge. 

Service t o  Oim Country 

; During World War I Francesco Ianni w a s  decorated w i t h  t he  S i lver  S tar  while 
serving i n  France. Relio De Boto served-with dis t inct ionyin France and he 
along with Philip Susi were prominent i n  t h e  Delaware National Guard.. 

With the  outbreak of World War I1 many sons'of the  now established immigrant 
served i n  the  Armed Forces of t he  United States.  A number of them achieved 
high rank i n  the Army and National Guard. 

Anthony Marcozzi, son of Carlo, w a s  k i l l e d  i n  action while serving i n  France 
with the  l O l s t  Airborne Division. Americo Coccia became a Captain i n  the  Army. 
L t .  Colonel Julian C i n i ,  Jr. was one of  t he  A m y ' s  leading Air Defense experts. 
Francis Ianni, Jr. a graduateof  West Point r e t i r ed  as  a Colonel and was 
appointed Adjutant General of t he  Delaware National Guard -in 1977 with the  
rank of Major General. Pasquale Marinelli,  James Wrcozzi, and Augustine 



D i  Girolamo and ~ n t h o n y  Quattrocicchi achieved the rank of  L t .  Colonel. James 
Sulpizi  has the rank of Colonel and Joseph D i  Angelo is a Captain i n  the  
National Guard. 

Civic Leaders 

A number of c i t izens  played an important ro l e  i n  the  c iv i c  and p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  
of the  community. Joseph D i  Mondi w a s  the first I t a l i a n  t o  be elected as  a member 
of the  Trustees of New Castle Common. Later Francis De Ascanis and Henqp 
Gambacorta joined i ts r a n k .  The Trustees of the  Common, whose members are 
elected f o r  l i f e ,  administer t he  lands l e f t  i n  C'Common" by the  Dutch i n  
1651, and reaffirmed by William Penn i n  1701 for  the  benef i t  of the  c i t i zens  
of New Castle. 

Pasquale Marinelli, Daniel Susi ,  and Phi l ip  Susi served on the  New Castle c i t y  
council. John T. Cini a l so  served on council and became the  first I t a l i a n  
t o  be named chief of Police. 

Although various persons i n  the  I t a l i a n  community played,important ro les  
none w a s  so  broadly involved as Phi l ip  Susi  i n  various c iv i c  ~ c t i v i t i e s .  

4 

' ph i l ip 'Sus i  came t o  America when he w a s  10 years old. He attended the  local  
school5 and acquired..a good speaking knowledge of English. Since the  other  
I t a l i ans  could not speak English, Phi l ip  served as t h e i r  in te rpre te r .  This 
put him i n  the unique pos i t ion  of being involved i n  every face t  o f  the  I t a l i a n  
c o d t y .  He served as President of St. Anthony's Day Celebration, St .  
Anthony's Club, Venerable of St .  Gabriel3s Lodge. He played important ro les  i n  
the  St. Anthony's s o c i e t y  and Band. Phi l ip  served on City Council f o r  a number 
of:years; President o f  t h e  Goodwill F i r e  Co. and the County Fireman's Association; 
President of New,Castle L i t t l e  League, coach and manager o f - S t .  Anthony's I I 
basebkll and football  teams; Chairman of the  3d Di s t r i c t  Democratic Organization, i 

w a s  act ive i n  the Delaware National Guard, He s ing le  handedly b u i l t  t he  
L i t t l e  League Association i n t o  a dynamic organization f o r  youth. .With the ! 
help of Joseph D i  Mondi, materials were donated t o  bui ld  s i x  playing f i e ld s  
f o r  both boys and g i r l s .  I 

Phi l ip  has been honored by the  I t a l i a n  community as well as t he  F i r e  Company 
and L i t t l e  League Association. 

.Joseph D i  Mondi, p r i o r  t o  h i s  untimely dea th . in  1974 was ac t ive  i n  St. Anthony's 

I 1 

Society and the Celebration. A g rea t  supporter  of t he  L i t t l e  League, act ive 
i n  Democratic Party he has eorely been missed i n  the  I t a l i a n  community. 

Today, the  I t a l i an  Community has matured from an immigrant community t o  a well . 

established and important segment of  t h i s  small town on the  west shore of 
the  Delaware River. 

-. 

The first I ta l ian  immigrant t o  s e t t l e  i n  Newcastle ivai Carlo Marcozii who 
arrived i n  1898 and l i ved  aboard a r i v e r  boat i n i t i a l l y .  Carlo r e t u r n e d t o  . 
I t a ly  i n  1902 and returned t o  New' Castle i n  1903 bringing d t h  him his - ;- i - .-::--. 
wife Maria and h i s  brothers,  Francesco, Davido ind ~ i l v e s t r o .  Along with 



! the Mareozzi brothers n number of other Italians began to arrive. They were 
as follows: Francesco Antonio,.Vincenzo Di Giangiacomo (Gonzon), Pietro 
Ottaviano (Octavio), Giaginto Di Santis, Luigi, Achille and Antonio Marcozzi, 
Ferdinand0 Tritelli, Pasquale and Giovanni Marcozzi. Antonio Coccia, Nicola 
Scaramozzi, ~i,&nbMedora, Giovanni Di Monte (Di Mondi), Antonio Di Mario, 
Francesco Covelli, Giovanni Lalli, Francesco and Nicola Ianni, Feliciano Susi, 
Illario and Enrico Manetti, Antonio Giaffre (Jeffery), Antonio Castiglibne, 
Illario and Francesco Baldini, Tadeo Sterlichi, Sabatino Di Domenicis 
Antonio Di Pietropaolo (Di Pietropaul), Luciano Di Giralamo, Iafettg Celli, 
Nicola Consorti, Teodoro Iacucci (Yacucci), Guido Camponelli plus a host of 
others whose names are known to the forgotten past made up the Italian Comm- 
unity prior to World War I. 

After World War I quite a few of the early settlers found there way to New 
Castle via Baltimore. Enrico Marinelli, Aurelio Trabuzzi (Relio De Boto), 
Giovanni and Pietro Camello (Camelli) , Pietro Mancini (Mangini) , f 'pj o 
Cini, Antonio Gatti (Gotto), Cesare . . , -s:a%do: Spacasassa, and Rafael10 
De Vito. v 4 $ - n o ~  ; 

. . Others, through fki-ends and acquaintances came directly to New, Castle. These 
.were ~rances co, %mini and Guido Sulpizi , Emedio Marcozzi , Antonio Calvarese, 
Antonio Esopi, Domenico Chirilli, Orazio Arcidiacono, Natale Alvini, Antonio 
~arbizzi , Domenico Di. Sabatino, Luigi Indellini, Pasqua.le Vannucci, Pierino 
Pierantozzi, Angelo Quattrociocchi, Aldo Gibellino, Antonio and Carmine D' 
Angelo (Di Angelo), DomenSco Giansanti, Bruno Giacomelli, Alberto Di. 
Fillipo (Phillips) ,-.1!oStortini, Giovanni Gkmbacorta Pietro. Cerroni, 
Francesco .Calvarese;'. ~iovgnni .and.Michelle Ioannoni, , Vincenzo Di Menco, 

- Gaetano Astolfi, Beniamino Petrucci, vincenzo e e h R i ,  Giuseppe Cimino, 
Mchele Cerra, and Nicola Di Tunna, Nazareno and Fillipe Gallie. 


