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PREFACE 

The following pages  contain a microscopic  h i s to ry  of the  town 

of New Cas t l e ,  Delaware,  concentrating on the  Duke of York per iod.  

Der ived  f r o m  a n  int imate ,  r a t h e r  journalist ic reading of the  r eco rds ,  

and f r o m  a c lo se  look a t  landholding pa t t e rns ,  th is  paper  de sc r ibes  a 

s tab le  community.  

Ce  r ta in  inconsis tencies  appea r  f r o m  t ime  to  t i m e ,  par t i cu la r ly  

i n  the spel l ing of p r o p e r  names.  The re  were  t h r e e  o r  fou r  languages 

c u r r e n t  i n  New Cast le  dur ing the period.  In the  seventeenth century,  

spel l ing was a c rea t ive  a r t .  The r eco rd -keepe r s  wrote what they 

h e a r d ,  not necessar i ly  what was said .  Thus Al r icks  may be Al r igs  

o r  A l r i chs  ; De Ring may be DeRingh o r  deRing o r  Dering. Tayne 

a p p e a r s  a s  Te ine ,  Tyne, deTine,  and Fynes  in  different r eco rds  ; 
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Tayne was also known as Lapierre. The author has made no attempt 

to standardize names i n  either the title traces o r  i n  direct quotations; 

only i n  the narrative body are  proper names subjected to modern 

orthography. 

The land title traces appear in the body of the paper, and not in 

an appendix. Because this body of maps and data is  so important to an 

understanding of the town, it  was deemed best to include it with the rest 

of the description. 

The author has refrained from trying to draw broad conclusions 

about seventeenth-century life from this study. An examination of one 

town during a very restricted period cannot yield much on its own about 

other towns in other times. The comparisons may be made, and they 

will be valid, when equally close explorations of other places are 

available . 
The frequency of quotations in this paper is a reflection of the 

author's belief that the records, where they can, should speak for  

themselves. Through a simple rearrangement process, putting records 

of like events together, the story has emerged on its own. 
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i t s  par t ic ipants  w e r e  holding office i n  New Cast le .  The  s t r i f e  known 

a s  thel!Dyke Riot" tha t  shook New Cas t le  f o r  a few days i n  1675 was 

unrela ted t o  d i s tu rbances  e l s ewhere .  At no t i m e  did t h e r e  develop 

the  enmity between the  Dutch s e t t l e r s  and the  Engl i sh  tha t  eventually 

g rew up in  New York. 

The  following pages  will  examine s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  of 

community life i n  the  Delaware co lony~s ' p r inc ipa l  town of New Cast le .  

As the  s e a t  of government ,  New Cas t l e  s e e m s  to  be t he  m o s t  l ikely 

p lace  f o r  events of significance t o  have occur red .  

This  p a p e r  will  show tha t  the e a r l y  (Delaware colony enjoyed 

s tabi l i ty ,  independence,  and a s t rong  sense  of se l f -  identi ty.  These  

cha rac t e r i s t i c s  will  be demons t ra ted  through a c lose  s tudy ofland-use 

pa t te rns  i n  the town; re la t ionships  between the Governor  and the Court ;  

the  c a r e e r s  of s e v e r a l  p rominent  c i t izens  ; relat ionships with the 

Native Amer ican  population; the  r eco rd  of c r i m e ;  chu rch  - s t a t e  

re la t ionships ,  and what might  be t e r m e d   neighborl lines^'^. 

Although the  pape r  will  concentra te  on the  town of New Cast le ,  

the  countryside around the town and the o the r  cour t s  on the r i v e r  offer 

valuable supplementary mate  r ia l .  

The information i s  near ly  a l l  found in public documents .  Very 

f ew  of Delaware ' s  e a r l i e s t  c i t i zens  kept pr ivate  d i a r i e s  o r  m e m o i r s ;  

none a r e  known to  exis t .  A few t r a v e l l e r s  descr ibed New Cast le  
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t o  a g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  deg ree ,  but not in  much detail .  

For tunately  f o r  the h i s to r i an ,  Delaware 's  e a r l y  public se rvants  

were  a wordy bunch. What should be d r y  and formul i s t ic  r e c o r d s  a r e  

crowded with gl impses  of soc ia l  l ife.  The lack of p r iva te  r eco rds  has  

hard ly  hindered o u r  understanding of t he  l ives  of p r iva te  c i t izens .  

A judicious reading of public r e c o r d s ,  looking f o r  pe r iphe ra l  detai ls ,  

should be s tandard  prac t ice  in  any h is tory .  In the absence  of pr ivate  

r e c o r d s ,  th is  is the only feasible  approach.  

This  paper  cannot be cons idered  a definitive s tudy of Delaware 

i n  the seventeenth century.  Limitat ions  of t ime  preclude m o r e  than a 

cu r so ry  look into ce r t a in  fascinat ing questions.  Among t h e m  a r e  

the relationship between Delaware1 s t h r e e  counties and he r neighbor 

colonies;  road building and the growth of land t ranspor ta t ion  

throughout the seventeenth cen tury ;  t he  place of women and blacks in 

the  ea r ly  colony; the amalgamation of s e v e r a l  ethnic groups into a 

cohesive population; the impact  of the  founding of Pennsylvania on 

Delaware 's  poli t ical  and economic for tunes  , and a compar i son  of 

individual c a r e e r s  in  New York, Philadelphia and the Delaware.  
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s e t t l e m e n t ,  at New A m s t e l .  
2 

In S e p t e m b e r  of 1664, a f t e r  they  had  occupied New A m s t e r d a m ,  

Nichol ls ,  Car twr igh t ,  a n d  M a v e r i c k  c o m m i s s i o n e d  C a r r  t o  go t o  t h e  

D e l a w a r e  and subdue t h e  Dutch. C a r r l s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  requ i red  h i m  t o  

a c t  wi th  g r e a t  r e s t r a i n t ,  t o  u s e  f o r c e  only as a l a s t  r e s o r t .  He  w a s  t o  

o f f e r  t h e  people of New A m s t e l  all the  l i b e r t i e s  enjoyed by the  E n g l i s h  

o n  E n g l i s h  l ands ,  f r e e d o m  of consc ience  in  re l ig ion,  and a cont inuance  

f o r  at least s i x  months  of t h e i r  c iv i l  government ,  provided t h a t  they 

3 
t a k e  a n  oa th  of a l l eg iance  t o  England.  

Only Alexander  DIHino jossa ,  t h e  c o m m a n d e r  of the  Dutch 

f o r c e s  i n  F o r t  C a s i m i r ,  and a handful  of s o l d i e r s ,  r e s i s t e d .  C a r r  

r educed  t h e m  handily. 
4 

T h e  A r t i c l e s  of A g r e e m e n t  u n d e r  which C a r r  took c o m m a n d  of 

New A m s t e l  indica te  t h a t  h e  followed h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s :  the  t r a n s i t i o n  

f r o m  Dutch t o  E n g l i s h  r u l e  p a s s e d  quie t ly ,  if not e n t i r e l y  peaceful ly .  

5 
T h e  a r t i c l e s  contain e i g h t  points: 

1. T h a t  all t h e  B u r g e r s  and P l a n t e r s  wi l l  s u b m i t  t h e m s e l v e s  
t o  h i s  M a j e s t i e s  author i ty  without making any R e s i s t a n c e  
2. Tha t  Whoever  of what  Nation s o e v e r  doth s u b m i t  t o  h i s  
M a j e s t i e s  Author i ty  s h a l l  be p r o t e c t e d  i n  t h e i r  E s t a t e s  r ea l1  
and pe rs onal l  w h a t s o e v e r ,  by h i s  M a j e s t i e s  Lawes  and J u s t i c e  
3.  Tha t  the  p r e s e n t  M a g i s t r a t e s  s h a l l  be continued in  t h e i r  
Offices,  and  ju r i sd icc ions  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e i r  Civil1 P o w e r  as 
fo  r m e  rly.  
4; T h a t  if any Dutchman o r  o t h e r  p e r s o n  s h a l l  d e s i r e  t o  d e p a r t  
f r o m  th i s  R i v e r ,  tha t  it s h a l l  be lawful1 f o r  h i m  s o  t o  doe ,  
with h i s  Goods within s i x  Months a f t e r  t h e  date  of t h e s e  a r t i c l e s .  

James Meek
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5.That the mag i s t r a t e s  and a l l  the Inhabitants (who a r e  
included in  t hese  a r t i c l e s  ) sha l l  take the Oaths of Allegiance 
to  his Majes t ie  and of Fidel i ty  to  the p re sen t  Government.  
6.  That a l l  the People  sha l l  Enjoy the Liber ty  of t h e i r e  
Conscience,  in  Church  Discipline a s  f o r m e r l y  
7. That  whoever sha l l  take the Oathes is f r o m  that  t ime  a 
f r e e  Denizen, and sha l l  enjoy a l l  the  pr ivi leges  of Trad ing  into 
any of his  Majes ty ' s  Dominions a s  f ree ly  a s  any Engl ishman,  and 
may require  a Cert i f icate  f o r  s o  doing. 
8. That the Scout,  the Burgomas te rs  Sheriffe and o ther  Infer ior  
Magis t ra tes  sha l l  u s e  and Exe rc i ze  t he i r  Cus tomary  Power  in 
adminis t ra t ion of Just ice ,  within . their  p rec inc ts ,  f o r  s ix  
monthes o r  until1 h i s  Majes t ies  p leasure  i s  f u r t h e r  knowne. 

The officials who signed the Art ic les  of Agreement  f o r  the  Dutch 

w e r e  Fop  Outhout, Henry  Johnson, Ger r i t t  Sanders  Vantiell,  

Hans Block, Lucas P e t e r s o n ,  and Henry Cos tur ie r .  Much l a t e r ,  in  

1682, a l i s t  of 117 Dutch and Swedes appears  in  the  court  records  a s  

des i r i ng  to be naturalized.  Many of these  men had been on the 

Delaware s ince the Dutch occupation. 
7 

Each of the Duke of York 's  adminis t ra tors  dealt  with the 

Delaware colony sl ightly differently. The relationship between the 

cou r t  of New Cast le  and the governor  in New York is the c l e a r e s t  

dur ing the t ime  between 1668 and 16 82 ; F r a n c i s  Lovelace,  who was 

governor  f r o m  1667 t o  1673, was a conscientious adminis t ra tor  who 

le f t  copious records .  Much of h i s  correspondence with the Delaware 

mag i s t r a t e s  survives .  F r o m  the  1674 res torat ion of English rule  t o  

Penn 's  1682 grant ,  Edmund Andros was governor;  both h i s  r eco rds  

and the local  court  records  ex i s t  f o r  this period.  Close comparisons 



author ized  t he  justices t o  t r a n s f e r  t he i r  loyal ty  and the  land descr ibed  

i n  P e n n l s  deed,  to  Wil l iam Penn.  The new p r o p r i e t o r ,  on h i s  p a r t ,  

p romised  immediate ly  to  honor  all good t i t l e s  t o  land on  the  Delaware.  

Also,  h e  recommended tha t  the  cour t  continue to follow and enforce 

the laws  of New York until s u c h  t ime  a s  h e  could ca l l  a n  a s sembly  

and es tab l i sh  h i s  own laws.  lo7 Penn  and M a r k h a m  attended the 

108 
monthly cour t  s e s s ions  at New Cast le  through F e b r u a r y  of 1683. 

The  changes i n  government  under  Penn  a r e  beyond the  scope 

of t h i s  p r e s e n t  paper .  However ,  on a community  leve l ,  a  look through 

the  cou r t  r eco rds  of the next decade indicates  l i t t le  functional change. 

The s a m e  people s e r v e  on the cour t ;  E p h r a i m  H e r m a n  continues as 

c l e r k ,  and the  s a m e  names  appea r  a s  landowners  and in  lawsuits .  

Although the per iod of t r ans i t i on  involved uncer ta inty  and doubt, i t  

a p p e a r s  tha t  New Cas t le ' s  s tabi l i ty  continued intact  into Penn l s  rule.  

James Meek
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New Cas t le ,  the r e  was  surpr i s ing ly  l i t t le  speculation.  F o r  fou r  y e a r s ,  

f r o m  1683 t o  1686, Penn ' s  government conducted a census and a s s e s s m e n t ,  

which h a s  been published. 20 Lot owners  in  New Cast le  a r e  readi ly  

dist inguished, f o r  t h e i r  town lots a r e  l is ted separa te ly  f r o m  country 

p rope r t i e s .  Most of the  landowners had one o r  two lo t s ;  only a few had 

m o r e  than s ix .  Only two of these  s e e m  t o  have been engaged in 

speculation on any s c a l e .  Moreover ,  few owners  dramatical ly  increased  

o r  dec reased  t h e i r  holdings throughout these  four  y e a r s .  

CENSUS O F  LOT OWNERS 

NAME 168314 168415 168516 168617 

P e t e r  Al r icks  2 2 2 2 
Justus Anderson (Andries)  1 1 1 1 
Ambrose  Baker  5 5 - 3 
Giles ~ B a r r e t t  2 - - - 
John Bisk 6 3 2 2 
Edward Blake - - - 1 
John Boyer  2 1 2 1 
Joseph  Bu rnham - 1 - - 
Anthony Bryant  8 3 1 1 
John Cann 4 2 2 2 
Edmund Cantwell 1 1 1 - 
Judith C rawfo rd  2 - - - 
William Cros  s e  ( L a r r a i n )  - 1 1 - 
Claes  Daniel* 5 - 1 - 1 
John Darby - - - 1 
Moses DeGan 1 - 1 1 
Johanne s deHae s 2 1 1 2 
Arnoldus Delagrange 4 3 3 3 
Aemilius deRing 5 5 3 3 
Mathias de  Ring 1 3 2 2 
Mathyas de Voos ;k - 1 - - 
Elde  r t  Egbe r t s  1 - - - 
*Indicates absence f r o m  other  land r eco rds .  These  landowners may 
have never  proper ly  recorded the i r  pu rchases ,  o r  the  record may be 
lost .  
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N A M E  168314 168415 168516 168617 

J o h n  ffolkJ6 1 - - - 
S y b r a n t  ffolk* 1 - - - 
J o h n  f f o r a t  - - 1 1 
J o h n  Garretson::: 7 1 1 - 
J o s y n  H a m i l t o n  * - - 1 
R i c h a r d  Ha l l iwe l l  - - - 1 
A d a m  H a y  1 - - - 
H u b e r t  H e n d r i c k s  2 - - - 
J o h n  H e n d r i c k s o n  1 1 1 1 
Widow Hiberts::: - 3 - - 
G a r r e t t  Johnson - - 3 3 
S a m u e l  Land  1 1 3 - 
D o r c a s  Land  - - - 3 
- - L o r  r a i n  (Wm. C r o s  i e ?  ) 1 - - - 
E n g e l b e  rt L o t t  2 3 3 3 
A b r a h a m  M a n  - 2 - - 
J o h n  Mandy 1 1 3 - 
M a r y  Mandy  - - - 1 
J o h n  Mol l  6; 5 4 4 
G e o r g e  M o r e  1 - 1 - 
J o h n  W i l l i a m s  N e e r i n g  2 - - - 
R i c h a r d  Noble::: - - - 2 
Gov. P e n n *  1 - - - 
J o s y n  S e m p l e  2 1 1 - 
G e r r i t  Smith 3 3 - - 
J o h n  Smith 2 2 2 2 
T h o m a s  S p r y *  6 4 - 3 
D o m i n y  P e t e r  T e s c h e n m a k e r 6  6 2 2 
I s a a c  T a y n e  1 - 4 4 
S y b r a n t  Volk - 1 - - 
H e  nd r i c k  Vandenbu r g  4 5 5 3 
R.eyne r Vaqde  r c u l i n  1 2  4 4 4 
M a t h y a s  V a n d e r h e y d e n  - - - 1 
James W a l l i a m  2 1 2 2 
J o h n  W a l k e r  - - 1 - 
W i l l i a m  W e l c h  1 - - - 
S u s a n n a h  W e l c h  - 2 - - 
S a r a h  Welch  - - 2 1 
J o h n  White* 1 z 1 1 

1 - 

G e r a r d u s  W e s s e l s  - - 1 - 
H e  n d r i c k  W i l l i a m s  3 2 2 2 
J o h n  W i l l i a m s  (Nee  r ing?  ) - 2 - 2 



Maps and Ti t le  T r a c e s  

The following maps and t i t l e  t r a c e s  graphically d e s c r i b e  the 

development of the  town of New Cas t le  f r o m  about 1670 to  about  1690. 

The  key map  on page 75 shows the  relat ionships between the  block 

maps.  In the key ,  e a c h  block b e a r s  a l e t t e r  tha t  co r r e sponds  to  a 

detailed en la rgement .  Because the  s t r e e t s  i n  the  old p a r t  of New 

Cast le  have changed l i t t le  s ince  the  seventeenth century,  no mode rn  

map has  been included. 

Enlarged maps ,  l e t t e r ed  A through K,  show the  p rope r ty  l ines  

a s  they occu r r ed  in  the 1670's and 1680's.  Each  p a r c e l  i s  numbered;  

the  numbers  cor respond  to  the  t i t l e  t r a c e  and descr ipt ion of the p a r c e l  

that  follows. Cer ta in  of the  lots  show a building o r  buildings; these  

symbols  indicate tha t  specif ic  mention of some  s o r t  of building occur red  

on one of the  t ransac t ions  involving that  p roper ty .  On F r o n t  S t r ee t ,  the 

c ros sha t ch  symbols  r ep re sen t  buildings shown on the bank lot  su rveys .  

F e a t u r e s  o the r  than p rope r ty  l ines  a l so  a r e  shown on the  

enlarged maps.  Map A shows the probable al ignment of a s t r e e t  

abandoned before 1683. Map F shows some  of the  l a r g e r  p rope r t i e s  

on the edge of town, whose bo rde r s  appea r  to  follow the edge of usable 

high ground. And Map G shows s e v e r a l  a l t e rna te  locations f o r  Thwar t  

S t r ee t ;  because the  s t r e e t  pa s sed  through low ground, i t  probably was 

impassab le  dur ing the wet p a r t  of the y e a r .  The p re sen t  al ignment of 




