Possible Stories about the
Dutch House — a small artisan house

e What’sin it; what do we see?

 Oldest house in New Castle (almost in state)

* Louise Dupont Crowninshield and colonial revival
 Artisans who lived in the house & their trades
 Changes and reconstructions over time

* Early construction technology

e Whyis it called the Dutch House?
 What other NC buildings are/were Dutch?



The Dutch House is the oldest (and smallest)
house currently standing in New Castle.



Louise Dupont

Crowninshield
1857-1958

e Born at Winterthur

* Brother of H. F. Dupont

* Restored Hagley

* Pioneer preservationist:
Kenmore, G. Washington
boyhood home...

e Natl. Trust award in her
honor

* Rescued the Dutch House,
was given free reign in
furnishing and decorating it.



Dutch House in the 20’s

A sandwich shop

Note exterior stucco and shed
dormer



Basement Garden Room at Hagley



The Dutch House: a Virtual Tour

Central entrance, one small room on each side
(Currently. Totally different floor plan when built.)



cl760 c1823

c1700
Four posts (bents) with cross Lean-to shed added
beams (_joiStS) . and interior partition; House divided into
Larﬁe fireplace againstone  (q||5r excavated. two equal portions.
wall.

Historic Structure Report: “Hidden in plain sight: The Old Dutch House 1682-1823
Jeffrey Klee, 2003



Entry

Small entry area; only current decoration is a pair of wooden skates
on the hat rack. Doors open into what’s currently a dining room and
living room.
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Cornelis Bega 1663
“Saying Grace”
Rijksmuseum Amsterdam

Note the footstove on
the floor

Pot, dutch oven, “tester”=footstove, mortar/pestle
























Basement Garden Room at Hagley
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What the fireplace might have looked like



What’s Dutch in the
Dutch House?

H-Bent construction.

Like many of its New England cousins, the earliest part of the
Dutch House consists of a heavy timber frame, which was erected
in structural bays. Unlike houses in Massachusetts Bay, however,
the bays, or bents, of the Dutch House are evenly spaced -the
house consists of four bents set on eight-foot centers.

Each bent is composed of two story-and-a-half posts that are
bridged by a large beam at the second floor level. The four bents
are tied together at their tops by a continuous wooden plate that
supports, in turn, the roof rafters

This frame does not fit neatly into any known European typology--
it is neither, quite, English or Dutch. The builder of the Dutch
House used evenly- spaced H-bents, in the Netherlandish manner,
but framed them from very heavy material , spaced them widely,
and used smaller studs and joists to support wall sheathing and
floor boards , in a more English manner .

It is, in this way , part of what Bernard Herman has observed as a
period of experimentation in early eighteenth-century Delaware
Valley building . J. Klee, 2001



Harrison Ford demonstrating: timber frame construction, raising bents as
single units, mortise and tenon joints, tree nails (pegs), rectangular (not H)
bents, resulting short top level



Above kitchen in Dutch House looking

at original outside wall Closeup of top of plate and top of post

Top of post Tree nail
Plate
nogging Plaster/
lath
Clinched
nails
2"d floor bedroom
Top of post
“1687” Numbers from Tile House Access

Panel

1 ft Post



Amstel House Virtual Tour

Nicholas Van Dyke Jr. House (1799) Amstel House (c1730) c1840

2" parlor stairs hallway 15t parlor




























































30
The Strand

Built by merchant James
McCullough to replace his
house burnt in the fire of
1824,

He also built the store and
row of houses across the
street at 25-31 The Strand.

Former residents:
Judge Bill Quillen
William Guthrie Esq.
Julia Jefferson

(before the fire)
Slator and Ann Curtis Clay



The Strand, 2014















Fireplaces and relieving

Attic

bedrooms arches in 30 The Strand
Former servant’s
bedroom

nd ’

2" floor current bathroom

bedrooms
“Hearth room”
Note bake oven to

parlors right of main
fireplace. Current
eating area

Basement

relieving

arches



N ext We e k : Silhouettes:

1860-1920

What Women Wore in New Castle

The Height of Fashion: Delaware Women Dress Up”
By Susan Hannell, Peggy Litchko & Betsy Martino 2014

Plus Fashion Plates from
other sources.

Dress styles from

Live models: .
paintings

Rita Meek,
Alice Jarvis,
Lisa Sampson

Artifacts in
my backyard
Alice Jarvis

A ‘Gibson Girl’



