What Men and Women Wore in
New Castle

The Height of Fashion: Delaware Women Dress Up”
By Susan Hannell, Peggy Litchko & Betsy Martino 2014

Plus Fashion Plates from
other sources.

Silhouettes:
1860-1920

A ‘Gibson Girl’



Comparison of clothing men’s clothing worn in
New Castle with that worn in Victorian England

In England, according to Ruth Goodman:

Fig. 14. By 1876, the coat and trousers had become straight, almost tube-like

in their fit.

Hats were rarely removed in public

Waistcoats & jackets were both to be worn at all times
Shirts not to be seen except in very informal situations.
Pants became straight legged similar to modern ones
Underpants & undershirt or ‘union suit’” were worn

Fig. 15. 1884 was a time of baggy trousers and loose-fit coats for mature
men while the modern lounge suit was emerging as the fashion of the
young.



Men’s and boys clothing in New Castle c1878, late Victorian times.
EVERY ONE of the people was wearing a hat, almost all were
wearing a jacket and many were wearing a waistcoat (“vest”).




Neckwear in portraits of men from New Castle was a cravat or ruffle until about 1830.
Coats were single or double breasted and full cut except for two seamen with youthful

figures. [Cutaway jackets emphasize one’s midriff]

1759 d1798 c1804 <1811 c18307?

1785 c1805
1830 1840-18507



In 1815, Mrs. James McCullough (builder of 30 the Strand) sent her husband a
package including cravats and yellow cotton pants, and comments that he needs new
ruffles on his shirts. (He particularly liked “a handsomely plaited ruffle”)

Nankeen trousers:
(yellow cotton)






c1759, Anna Dorothea Finney

Amstel House, 2 E 4, by John Hesselius

Lace trimmed satin dress

Panniers under skirt, or dome-shaped hoops,
One piece; not separate bodice and skirt
Bodice closed with hook & loop

No stomacher

Worn over a stiff corset of whalebone strips



Paniers/false hips with metal stays

Nancy Bradfield, 1968



c1813, Mary Van Leuvenigh Van Dyke

2 The Strand, 300, 400 Delaware, by John Crawley

High waist

Lace/gauze scarf

Short sleeve, shocking bare arm
Extraordinary cap

Style: empire, regency (federal period)






1830-40? Hannah Booth

212 Delaware

Elaborate cap

Lace collar

Satin sash?

‘Leg of mutton’ (gigot) sleeves
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1828-30

Primrose-yellow gauze
over-dress, trimmed
with golden-yellow
satin cut on the cross,
and fine blonde lace.
An evening gown
with very full puffed
sleeves, edged with
the lace. Wide satin
sash with bow and
long hanging loop.
Decorated from hem to
knee-level with panels
edged in satin. The
under-dress is missing.
Snowshill Collection

A matching satin under-dress with short puffed sleeves would have completed this lovely
gauze evening dress. The gathering of the bodice and skirt on to the ribbon waistband is
full and close, and the dress hangs wide at the hem, measuring all round 96". With these

wider skirts, decoration reaches knee-level, and then is used no more as the width increases;
this is particularly so on day dresses. Extra waist-petticoats are worn, often with rows of thick

piping above the flounced hem.

147 saf
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Silhouettes —
1860 - 1920

1860 1870 1880

1890 1900 1910 1920






Godeys Ladys Book

Philadelphia magazine, 150,000 circ. In 1860
New Castle people would know what fashion is fashionable

1860 1875



Gift of Mrs. T. Coleman Dupont of Wilmington and
Buena Vista; “possibly belonged to her grandmother,
Dorcas Van Dyke Dupont” (but b1803-d1838).









Gibson Girls — 1895 -- composite American girls by Charles Dana Gibson

Tall, slender, ample bosom, exaggerated S-curve torso, hair
piled high on her head, she dominated comical little men



“Lingerie dress”









1860
1870
1880
1890
1900
1910
1920

What date?



1920, Flapper

1860
1870
1880 What date?
1900
1910




1920, Flapper 1860, civil war, hoops

1870 What date?

1880
1890
1900
1910



1920, Flapper 1910, hobble skirt 1860, civil war, hoops

1870
1880

1890 What date?

1900




1920, Flapper 1910, hobble skirt 1860, civil war, hoops 1900, S-shape

1870

oo What date?




1920, Flapper 1910, hobble skirt 1860, civil war, hoops 1900, S-shape
I

1870

1880 What date?

1890 wasp waist



1920, Flapper 1860, civil war, hoops
1910, hobble skirt 1880 big bustle 1900, S-shape

1870

What date?

1890, no bustle
Wasp waisted



Parallels between architecture, furniture and clothing:

1700’s (Georgian, Chippendale)

Projecting horizontal elements Heavily carved legs
Hoops & panniers

Early 1800’s (Federal, Sheraton, Empire)

Flat, fanlight only ornamentation Uncarved, flat, veneered

) ) impl
Late Victorian Simple drop

Porches, projecting windows, multicolor, OMG
asymmetrical cross gables



New Castle resident Lisa Samson Made a A Civil
War Era Dress from Simplicity Pattern 3723

Blog about Simplicity Pattern

https://thepragmaticcostumer.wordpress.com/2014/10/28/one-pattern-to-rule-
them-all-a-civil-war-era-dress-made-from-simplicity-3723-part-1/



Rita Meek in modern Victorian
style silk ball dress. Made by
Thomas Tear, New Castle

Worn in 2016 at the 4t annual
Fezziwig’'s Ball, the 2"d Saturday in
December at the Arsenal in New
Castle.

James Meek in modern tails rented
from Jos. Bank.



